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"NEWBURY  STREET   IS   FOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS" 


Perhaps   you    think  of  Newbury  Street  as   an   area   of   fine  stores, 
art   galleries,    apartments    and   offices.      But   City   officials  may 
have   a    different   view.      Some   of   them    feel    that,    "Neivbury  Street 
is   for  High  Schools". 

Until   1968,    there  was   only   one  school   on   this   street,    the 
Prince  School    (Kindergarten   through  8th  grade)   built   to   serve   the 
Back  Bay,    but  drawing  most  of  its   upper   grade   students    from    the 
South  End.      Then,    the  high   school    explosion   began. 

In   1968   the  Work-Study  High  School  was   begun   on  Newbury  St. 
at   Hereford. . .in   1970   the  Copley      Square  High   School   was    opened   on 
Newbury  St.    at  Dartmouth. . .in   September  1971   both   schools   will 
expand  by  25^... in   September   1971    the  City  also  proposes    to   open 
a   new   high   school   at  126   Newbury  Street 

If   the  City's  plans  materialize,    the   high   school  population 
will   go   up   70/^  this   year  with  another   big   jump   in   1972.      The  number 
of   students   on  Newbury  between   Clarendon   and  Exeter  will   triplel 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 

Boston  Public  Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/backbaybulletinjOOback 


BACK  BAY 


GOVDOC 


ASSOCIATION,  INC. 
419  BOYLSTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
TELEPHONE    266-1766 


_  l*roperty  of 

■OSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTh^QR|TY 


-^Q  immi 


BACK  BAY  BULLETIN 


June  l5,  1971 


No.  20 


"NEWBURY  STREET  IS  FOR  HIGH  SCHOOLS" 


Perhaps  you  think  of  Newbury  Street  as  an  area  of  fine  stores, 
art  galleries,  apartments  and  offices.   But  City  officials  may 
have  a  different  view.   Some  of  them  feel  that,  "Newbury  Street 
is  for  High  Schools". 

Until  1968,  there  was  only  one  school  on  this  street,  the 
Prince  School  (Kindergarten  through  8th  grade)  built  to  serve  the 
Back  Bay,  but  drawing  most  of  its  upper  grade  students  from  the 
South  End.   Then,  the  high  school  explosion  began. 

In  1968  the  Work-Study  High  School  was  begun  on  Newbury  St. 
at  Hereford. . .in  1970  the  Copley  Square  High  School  was  opened  on 
Newbury  St.  at  Dartmouth. .. in  September  1971  both  schools  will 
expand  by  25^... in  September  1971  the  City  also  proposes  to  open 
a  new  high  school  at  126  Newbury  Street 

If  the  City's  plans  materialize,  the  high  school  population 
will  go  up  70%   this  year  with  another  big  jump  in  1972.   The  number 
of  students  on  Newbury  between  Clarendon  and  Exeter  will  triple! 
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Need   for   the   School 

The  School  Department  wishes    to    create   "magnet"   intown   high 
schools   to   attract   students    from    the   outlying   districts.    Back 
Bay   is   considered  a  most   attractive  place   for   these   "magnet"    schools 
City   officials   have  a    strong  perference   for  Newbury   Street. 

These   schools   range   from   300   to   700   students   and  have  no 
recreation   facilities.      The  City   absorbs    the   total   cost   since   there 
are   no   State   or   Federal    funds. 

The  Boston  Municipal  Research   Bureau   in  a    recent  report  ques- 
tions   the   need  for   a    school   at   126  Newbury  Street,    when   there  are 
more   than  [|.000   empty   school    seats   in    the  City,    with   the  heaviest 
concentration  In    the   existing   intown   high   schools. 

The  proposition   for  126   Newbury  Street    raises  many  policy 
questions   including   these: 

1.  During  Mayor  White's   austerity  program   and  with    thousands 
of    empty    seats   available,    should   the  School  Department    spend   the 
money   to    acquire   another   intown    experimental    school    at   this    time? 

2.  While  Mayor  White  is  attempting  to  obtamn  taxes  from 
private  schools  should  the  School  Department  take  (or  keep)  a 
valuable  building   off   the   tax   rolls? 

3.  Since    the   City   administration   has    strongly   opposed  private 
schools    expanding   in    the   Back   Bay,    and   has    even    opposed  acquisition 
of   126   Newbury   Street   by   a   private   school--isn ' t   the  City   now 
undermining   its    own   policy? 

School   Problems 

Education   is  an  important   function   of    the  Back   Bay,    but   rapid 
school  growth   has   been  most   damaging   to    the  area.      A  large  per- 
centage  of   housing   in    the   Back   Bay   is   congested  and   dilapidated 
due  to    the  rapid  school    expansion. 

Business   areas   have  buckled  under    this  pressure.      Examples 
include   the   decline   of  Kenmore  Square   and   the   "junior   combat    zone" 
opposite   the  Prudential   Center.      Now   the   City   is   puting   heavy 
pressure  on   the  most   successful   retail   area    in    the   Back   Bay.      The 
City  may    turn   the    easterly   blocks    of   NexJbury  Street   into    a    campus 
with  discount   stores. 

Newbury   Street  is   still   one  of    the  greatest   shopping   streets 
of   the   nation,    however,    in   recent   years   Newbury  Street   has   suffered 
because  of  a    decline  of   inner   city   neighborhoods   and  because  of 
powerful   suburban   competition. 
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Newbury   Street   has   also   been   damaged  by   high   taxes,    poor 
zoning  and  inadequate  public    3ervice3--translt,    parking,    lighting, 
police  portection,    and  street   cleaning. 

Elsewhere,    in   Boston   the   City   is   spending   tens   of  millions   of 
dollars    on  new  business   development.      No    such   subsidies   are   needed 
on  Newbury   Street.      The  return   of   adequate   city   services   plus   care- 
ful  planning   and  zoning   can   insure  a   good  future   for  Newbury   St. 

But   instead   the  City  may  now  make  Newbury   Street   into   an 
elongated  Kenmore  Square. 

Back   Bay   Opposition 

The   Back   Bay   has    obligations   to    the   rest   of    Boston.      There- 
fore,   Back   Bay   civic   groups   are   reluctant   to   oppose   the  intro- 
duction  of  City   schools   and   facilities   in   this   district. 

We   did  not   oppose   the  high   school  which  was   opened  in  1968 
or   the  high   school    in  1970   or   the  drug   center   proposed   for   Boylston 
Street   in  1970. 

But   now   the   saturation  point   has   been   reached  and  the   future 
of  Newbury   Street   is   in   doubt.      Since  April    there   has   been   heavy 
opposition   to   the  proposal    for   another   high   school  at  126  Newbury 
Street.      The  opposition  has   been   lead  by: 

Representative  Maurice  E.    Prye,    Jr. 

Back   Bay  Association 

Neighborhood  Association   of   the  Back  Bay 

The   Back   Bay   Federation    for   Community  Development 

At   the  moment,    a    stalemate   exists.      Your   help   is   urgently 
needed  today. 

HERE'S   WHAT  YOU   CAN  DO--NOWI 

1.  Write   a_  letter    of   protest    to  Mayor  Kevin   H.    White.      Send  a 
copy    to    Back   Bay  Association. 

2.  Attend  the  BBA  Quarterly  Meeting 

Tuesday,    June  22   at   3:30  p.m^ 
Exeter    Room,    Hotel   Lenox 


Bulletin  No.  20  -i;-         June  l5,  1971 

At  this  session  City  officials  and  Back  Bay  civic  leaders  will 
discuss  every  aspect  of  this  problem. 

3.    If  you  are  not  now  a  Tnember  of  BBA--you'll  find  an  enclosed 
application  blank.   We  h»pe  you'll  join_  BBA ,  so  that  we  can 
put  you  on  our  mailing  list,  keep  you  informed  about  the 
Newbury  Street  High  School  problem  and  other  issues,  invite 
you  to  key  meetings  and  offer  y»u  a  variety  of  services. 

Membership  cost  is  low.   The  annual  fee  depends  on  the  size  of 
company  applying.   The  enclosed  application  form  is  marked  to 
indicate  the  fee  usually  paid  by  members  in  your  range. 

We  hope  that  you'll  return  the  completed  application  plus  a 
check  today. 

If.    BBA  has  limited  resources.   When  we  undertake  a  special  effort, 
such  as  this  one,  our  normal  program  suffers  badly. 

To  continue  this  struggle  over  the  Newbury  Street  High  School 
issue  we  will  need  to  engage  a  law  firm  by  the  end  of  this 
week  and  we  may  also  need  research  and  P.R.  help. 

Right  now  we  do  not  have  one  cent  for  these  fees.   To  continue 
this  effort  and  also  to  meet  our  basic  obligations  we  need 
additional  funds. 

Whether  or  not  you  are  a  member  of  BBA — if  you  own  or  rent 
property  on  Newbury  St.,  we  request  that  you  contribute  to 
our  126  Newbury  Street  Fund.   Please  reed  the  enclosed  blue 
form  and  respond  today. 


